Vol. 1 Briscoe School, Beverly, Mass., February, 1928 No. 9 


True American Citizens 


This month we celebrate the 
birthdays of two of our greatest 
Americans, Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington. 

Lincoln worked his way from a 
poverty-stricken log cabin to the 
highest position in the United 
States. We have all the oppor- 
tunities which Lincoln lacked, but 
some of us are not always good 
Briscoe citizens. Many of us 
made New Year’s resolutions which 
we have broken. Let us, on Feb- 
ruary twelfth, resolve to imitate 
Lincoln, who was always so honest, 
persevering, noble, conscientious, 
and kind. 

Washington had better social and 
educational advantages than Lin- 
coln, but his position as president 
was made very difficult because of 
the unstable condition of the 
country atthattime. If he had been 
less loyal, firm, and dependable, the 
nation might not have held together. 

Some of the qualities of both 
Washington and Lincoln such as, 
promptness, intelligence, co-oper- 
ation, and loyalty, are similar to 
those for which Briscoe stands. 


Let us then do our best to be 
good Briscoe citizens, good Beverly 
citizens, and thus we will become 
good American citizens. 

Editor 


A Dream 


I dreamt I was in Paradise 
Upon a wondrous day; 

The people there were kind to me, 
And all I did was play. 


There was no work, there was no school, 
I didn’t have to worry 

About old English or old Math, 

For there I knew no hurry. 


Then all at once I felt a breeze, 

I shivered and I shook. 

I soon sat up and rubbed my eyes, 
There lay my English book! 


My English book in Paradise! 
I stared in mute surprise-- 
For I was in my English class, 
And not in Paradise. 
Augusta Schoenky, 8-G-A 


8GE 
8 G E lost its first game of bas- 
ket-ball to 8 G A. We hope to do 
better next time. We now have 
two teams. The captains are 
Americo Rocci and Felix Russo. 
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7-La 

The children of 7-La and 7-M 
are collecting Italian relics. When 
8 GA isthrough with their Japan- 
ese cabinet, Miss Barker is going to 
let us make an Italian cabinet. We 
are looking forward to this work 

and hope it will be successful. 
Louise Duncan 


Pleasant Day Dreams 
Dedicated to the Faculty 
We, the people of Briscoe School, 
Always do obey the rule; 
Safety First and Loyalty true, 
Obedience, Promptness, Intel- 
ligence, too! 


When e’er a teacher leaves a class, 
We keep on working just as fast; 
And do our sums, and obey the rule, 
For we are the people of Briscoe 
School. 


We never shirk or whisper at all, 
And we never loiter or play in the 
hall; 
Principal kind and dear teachers say 
We’re the nicest children of our 
day. 


For we always do obey the rule, 
We, the people of Briscoe School: 
Kathleen Bennett, 8-C-H 


8-C-H 

On December twenty-second Mr. 
Chace presented the Commercial 
divisions with twenty-five new 
typewriters. We all thank him 
very much and hope he had a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 
Geraldine Lang 


8-C -§ 

We are sorry to lose one of our 
favorite class-mates, Dorothy Hatch. 
While at Briscoe, Dorothy showed 
the right spirit and abided by the 
rules of the schooi. She will also be 
missed in Debating Club of which 
she was an active member, and had 
the responsibility of secretary. She 
is now residing in New York. 

Rosella Fagan 
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Christmas Celebrations 
at Briscoe 


~The afternoon of December 
twenty-third was Christmas at 
Briscoe. Miss Harrison and Miss 
McCurdy had charge of the assem- 
bly. They presented an excellent 
play entitled “The Christmas Gim- 
mies”. This play warned the boys 
and girls in a very entertaining 
manner not to be a Christmas “‘gim- 
mie’’ but to observe the holiday sea- 
son with the right spirit. A fine 
musical program was presented un- 
der the direction of Miss Robbins. 

At three o’clock we stood around 
our community Christmas tree and 
Miss Robbins led the carol singing. 
After the caroling Mayor Stopford 
was given three rousing cheers by 


the pupils of Briscoe. 
Editor 


The Art Club 


The Art Club meets every Mon- 
day afternoon at 3:30 to 5:00 in 
Room 20 under the supervision of 
Miss Lyons. There are _ twenty- 
five members. The officers are: 
President, Frederick Monahan; 
Vice-President, Whitney Stuart; 
Treasurer, Barbara Demack. We 
are now painting flower pots, 
which will make very attractive 
and useful gifts when they are fin- 
ished. 

Barbara Demack, 7-M 
7-M 

Some of the girls in 7 - M pre- 
pared a breakfast for the members 
of the class. There were three cour- 
ses; oranges, cereal, cocoa and 
toast. Everyone enjoyed the break- 
fast. 
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Luck 


The clock struck nine and this 
meant bedtime forme. I was still 
working on the arithmetic home- 
work and had all ten problems done 
except one which I had worked on 
for about a half hour but failed to 
solve it. This problem was about 
insurance. It gave the premium 
and rate, and I was to find the face 
of the policy. I couldn’t remember 


the rule for solving it. At last I 
put the paper in my book and 
started off for bed. 

I lay in bed with my eyes 
wide open still thinking of that 
problem. I finally fell asleep and 
dreamt that I was in Room 28 at 
Briscoe School and Miss Varney 
was saying, “To find the face of 
the policy, put the rate above the 
premium and divide.” All at once 
my sister came over and said, “Hey! 
Wake up, time for school!’ I arose 
smiling because I knew exactly how 
to do the problem. 

Anita Muccioli, 8-C-S 


7-C 


7-C has been studying Beverly’s 
early history. We have learned 
about its settlement, its first church, 
and its first school. We have stud- 
ied about the dress and ways of the 
people and how they earned their 


living. With 7-B we have worked 


on a sand-table showing how 
Beverly houses looked in the early 
days and where the oldest ones 
were built. 


Grace Smith 
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Dramatic Club 


The Dramatic Club has_ had 
severa] meetings this year and we 


- have chosen the following members 
as officers: Dorothy Floyd, Presi- 
dent; Augusta Schoenky,  Vice- 
President; Harold Doherty, Secret- 
ary; and Maxwell Small, Treas- 
urer. This year the Dramatic 
Club plans to have several plays 
and to have entertainments for the 
members. The club is in charge of 
Miss Harrison, Miss Coleman, and 
Miss McCurdy, and they have 
certainly made Dramatic Club 
nights a pleasure to the members. 

Elaine Kelleher 


8-C-H 

8-C-H has been doing some very 
interesting work in geography. We 
have been making posters pictur- 
ing: 

1. The three needs of man; food, 
clothing, and shelter. 

2. Labor 

3. Progress 

4. Division of labor 

5. Work 

6. Environment 
The posters are hanging on the 
black board in Miss Barker’s room. 

Geraldine Lang 


8GH 
8-G-H has made a law called the 
George Bill. Miss Shatswell sug- 
gested that we write ten laws for 
the good of Briscoe. Among these 
laws was Marion George’s Bill 
which means to co-operate. 
8-G-H is trying to live up to this 
bill both in and out of school. 
Etta Corliss 


Basketball 

Mr. Cronin and Mr. Mackenzie 
have started basketball for the boys 
and girls of Briscoe. One week the 
girls will have two games every 
night. The same week the boys 
will have one game every noon. 
The next week this schedule is re- 
versed. | The work of Mr. Cronin 
and Mr. Mackenzie is greatly ap- 

preciated by the Briscoe pupils. 
John Carleton 


P-A -2 


The P-A-2 boys are making many 
useful articles in the shop, such as 
magazine holders, cake coolers, and 
bread boards. Some boys who are 
especially skilful make telephone 
stands, medicine cabinets, and small 
tables. Mr. Houstan made a 
handy house stepladder. After 
that was completed, the boys put 
together six more with the material 
he cut out. They are painted gray 
or shellaced orange. They are for 
sale at the shop for one dollar 
apiece. A few of the bovs are be- 
coming quite skilful at- turning the 
lathe. They have turned bud vases 
and candle sticks. 


Henry Zassman 


8GA 
The boys and girls of 8 G A are 
showing the proper spirit in our 
project in Miss Lapham’s room. 
The project is called “The Mechan- 
ical Historian”. Kingston Wood- 
man of the Beverly High School, 
Maxwell Small, and Max Rubin- 
stein are in charge of this work. 
Other pupils draw pictures for 
the machine showing progress from 
the first steamboat to the latest 
boats of today. These will be 
shown to the class while other pupils 
give special talks about these inven- 
tions. 
Norman Barron 
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The Chemistry 
of Gunpowder 


The Chinese are said to have in- 
vented gunpowder. From China 
the secret spread to India. In 


Italy a chemist experimented and 
was successful. By that time the 
world knew the secret, that is, the 
civilized world. Its first use by the 
Chinese was for fireworks for cele- 
brations. This led to the discovery 
that if powder was confined in a hol- 
low cylinder with a stone or a pro- 
jectile on top and then ignited, the 
stone would have the same effect as 
an arrow in a bow, only a hundred 
times more powerful. This devel- 
oped into the making of firearms, 
although they were not used exten- 
sively until the battle of Crecy in 
the sixteenth century. Even then 


_ they were very crude, bad no rifle- 
ing, and often burst. 


Black gunpowder was used from 
then until twenty-five years ago 
when a man asked, ‘Why can’t 
there be a powder which eliminates 
all smoke and waste?”’ He answered 
this question himself, and in less 
than ayearhe invented what he 
called ‘“‘smokeless powder’. This 
powder was found so efficient that 
it is now used in all sporting and 
military rifles. It is not like black 
powder in that it detonates, that 
is, it explodes instantaneously, not 
gradually burning as black powder 
does until it has generated enough 
gas to force the bullet out of the 
barrel. Smokeless powders are 
known by chemists as_nitro-cellu- 
lose powders. All nitro-cellulose 
powders leave no waste. 


Other modern forms of explosives 
are cordite, lydite, nitro-cellulose 
powders, and trinitrotoluol. The 
latter is generally known as T.N.T., 
the initials one often sees glaring 
out at one in the newspapers. 
The composition of black powder is 
75 p.c. potassium nitrate, 14 p.e. 
charcoal, 10 p.c. sulphur, and 1 p.e. 
water. 

Walter Naugler 
at, 

The pupils of Miss Varney’s 
room have formed a hygiene club, 
which meets every other morning 
during the home room period. 

The president is Conjetta Addon- 
izio and the secretary is Joseph- 
ine Giovanetti. The programs are 
very interesting. Sometimes the 
pupils give special topics, and 
occasionally they have a health play 
that shows right health habits. 

Allthe members of the club think 
this is a good way to learn hygiene. 

Agnes Ford 


7B 


The children of 7 Bare making 
a sand table in Miss Lapham’s 
room representing Beverly as it was 
in the early days. 

Some of the boys and girls are mak- 
ing little houses to represent those 
built by John Balch, Roger Conant, 
John and William Woodberry, 
William and Richard Dodge, John 
Hale, and others. The sand table 
represents Beverly Cove, North 
Beverly, Rial Side, and the section 
near the present Beverly bridge. 
Bass River is shown with the land- 
ing-place first used for ferry boats. 

7-C is also working on this pro- 
ject. 
Evelyn Greenstien 


7 Me 
Every week 7 Mc chooses’ a 
chairman for Health Work. The 
chairman appoints four other 
pupils to work on his committee for 
one week. Every morning after 
opening exercises the committee in- 
spects the class and notes the con- 
dition of the face, hands, hair, and 
clothing. The chairman finds the 
cleanliness percentage for the day 
and makes a report to the class. 
One of the committee then gives a 
talk on health. At the end of the 
week we find the health percentage 
for the whole week. 
Frances Chiplovitz 
P-A-2 
In Civics we are studying about 
the first settlement of Beverly. 
The Practical Art Divisions are 
the only classes that have Civics. 
Carl Johnson 
8-G-E 
Richard Davenport of 8 G E 
has been absent with influenza aud 
was remembered at Christmas with 
a great number of cards from his 
class-mates. 
Robert Patch 


The Mathematics Club 


A mathematics club has been or- 
ganized in this school. The teach- 
ers in charge are Miss Anderson, 
Miss Eaton, and Miss Varney. Miss 
Eaton and Miss Varney take charge 
of the eighth grade sections and Miss 
Anderson has charge of the seventh 
grade. The meetings are held on 
every other Monday. We are 
now working on some interesting 
graphs. Theofficers of ourclub are: 
President, Paul Herrick; Secretary, 
Zena Daniels. 

Zena Daniels 
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8-G-A 

8-G-A is forming a Board of 
Health. Augusta Shoenky is the 
Chief Health Officer. The Depart- 
ment of Sanitation consists of Har- 
old Doherty, Paul Herrick and 
Eleanor Meyer. The duties of the 
Department of Sanitation are: 

1. Personal inspection. 

2. Desk inspection. 

3. Keep floor clean. 

4. Pencil sharpener clean. 

5. Watch books for covers. 

The Department of Information 
is Thelma Dutelle, Pauline Leigh- 
ton and Chester Wykes. The main 
duty is to help pupils to keep well. 
They will: 

1. Watch children about sweaters. 
2. Keep temperature about 68 
degrees. ) 

3. Keep windows open and the hot 
air shut off except in severe 
weather. 

4. Watch that children do not wear 
rubbers in school. | 

5. Watch posture of children. 

6. Watch for draughts. 

7. Keep an eye on the health of 
each pupil. 

The Department of Statistics is 
Maxwell Small, Frederick Monahan 
and Virgina Temple. Their duties 
are to keep the records of the 
health rules and to check up on 
those who do not keep them. 

Marion Green 
7-M 

7 - M History class is studying 
about the Indians. They have 
made an interesting collection of 


Indian relics. 


